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Description 



REMOVABLE COVER FOR EQUINE LEG 

STRAPS AND TAIL STRAPS 

Background of Invention 
[0001] i. Field of the Invention. 

[0002] The invention is related to harnesses for securing a gar- 
ment or blanket to an animal. 
[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art. 

[0004] Equine animals are often covered with a blanket or sheet 
to protect them from cold, rain, sun, and insects. It is dif- 
ficult to keep a blanket or sheet on an animal, because 
rubbing and movement tend to shift the blanket from side 
to side and from back to front off the animal's body, and 
the animal is not likely to be able to adjust the blanket it- 
self. 

[0005] jhe blankets are typically attached using straps that en- 
circle the animal's legs and/or tail. The animal's handler 
has the difficult task of adjusting the straps so that they 



are tight enough that the blanket does not shift, or cause 
a tripping hazard to the animal. However, the straps must 
be loose enough to avoid chafing the inside of the legs, 
and allow the animal to move about. The handler's ability 
to perform this adjustment is critical, because the animal 
can seriously injure itself by tripping, or becoming entan- 
gled by straps that are too loose. On the other hand, 
chafing from straps that are too tight can cause infection, 
cause unnecessary discomfort, and make the animal that 
is in discomfort impossible to ride. Strap material is se- 
lected for its strength and durability characteristics. Those 
characteristics often conflict with the need to be comfort- 
able and non-abrasive to the animal's skin. 
[0006] Another problem with the blanket straps that are typically 

used is that they become very soiled from feces and urine. 
Combined with chafing, the poor hygiene of the present 
system of straps for blankets can cause injury, and further 
discomfort for the animal. The strap material is typically a 
coarse and scratchy one-inch wide band about one-eighth 
of an inch thick. The material is either a synthetic with 
elastic, or nylon without elastic. Even the softest materials 
get coarse over time. Metal shackles are permanently at- 
tached to the ends of the straps. They are difficult to wash 



because the metal shackles damage ordinary washing ma- 
chines. Also, after repeated uses, the straps will retain ob- 
jectionable stains and odors, even after washing. Further- 
more, the straps become more abrasive with each wash- 
ing. 

[0007] what is needed, therefore, is a leg and tail strap for an 

equine blanket that can be drawn tight without chafing, 

yet is completely comfortable, washable, and replaceable. 
Summary of Invention 

[0008] a leg and tail strap for an equine blanket or sheet that can 

be drawn tight without chafing, yet is completely safe, 
comfortable, washable, and replaceable is a strap cover 
comprising a substantially rectangular cover material se- 
cured at opposite edges to form a tube that is sized to fit 
over an equine leg or tail strap, wherein the cover material 
is selected for its anti-chafe and washability characteris- 
tics, and a securing mechanism at each end of the tube 
for removably securing the cover to at least one of a strap 
of an equine blanket. These, and other features and ad- 
vantages are described in the accompanying description, 

drawings, and claims. 
Brief Description of Drawings 



[0009] Fig. 1 is a rear view of a horse wearing a blanket secured 

by leg and tail straps which are enclosed by the covers of 
the present invention. 

[0010] pig. 2 is a layout of a strap with and without a cover. 

[0011] Fig. 3 shows the detail of a securing mechanism for se- 
curing a cover to a strap. 
[0012] Fig. 4 shows the detail of the cover of Fig. 3 engaging a 

fastening mechanism on a strap. 
Detailed Description 

[0013] The invention comprises a substantially rectangular cover 

material secured at opposite ends to form a tube that is 
sized to fit over an equine leg or tail strap, wherein the 
cover material is selected for its anti-chafe and washabil- 
ity characteristics, and a securing mechanism at each end 
of the tube for removably securing the cover to at least 
one of a strap and an equine blanket. As used throughout 
this specification and claims, the term "blanket" is under- 
stood to include blankets, sheets, and all other animal 
coverings employing a tail strap, leg strap, or both. 

[0014] Turning to Fig. 1, a horse, for example, in cold weather is 
wearing a blanket 10 that is secured around its hind legs 
by leg straps surrounded by leg strap covers 12a, 12b ac- 



cording to the present invention. The ends of the straps 
are attached to the blanket 10 at different places, and 
they are typically crossed in the middle. A tail strap having 
a tail strap cover 14 prevents the blanket 10 from sliding 
forward. From the view of Fig. 1, it is clear that the ani- 
mal's handler was able to tighten the straps having the 
covers 12a, 12b very tightly. Without the covers, one can 
easily see where the bare straps would chafe against the 
inside of the animal's legs and cause pain and perhaps in- 
jury and disease. Straps that are too loose can hang down 
near the hocks of the animal's hind legs. If the animal's 
hocks start to go over a strap, the animal will fall and may 
be seriously injured. 
[0015] pig. 2 shows a bare strap 20 of the prior art next to a cov- 
ered strap 12. The cover 12 is preferably applied over the 
strap 20 before it is put on an animal. The cover 12 is 
made of a material selected for its anti-chafe and washa- 
bility characteristics. Although other materials could be 
used, the preferred materials include polar fleece, fleece, 
cotton, synthetic blended fabric, sheepskin, leather, 
suede, Lycra, natural and synthetic fabrics, textiles, and 
blends thereof. One can also select the fabric for its ability 
to stretch in one or more directions. For example, fleece 



stretches in only one direction, but Lycra stretches in two. 
It may be advantageous to select one over the over where 
material is found to have a tendency to bunch up in par- 
ticular situations. 

[0016] The material is cut into a rectangle, which is then formed 

into a tube by securing two opposite ends. Each end of 
the formed tube may be secured by snaps, hook and loop 
fasteners, ties, by sewing, or any other suitable securing 
means. Therefore, the ends may be removably secured, or 
permanently secured. As shown in Fig. 2, one embodi- 
ment has the ends stitched 30 together by sewing. 

[0017] Metal shackles 16a, 16b are typically attached to the ends 
of the strap 20. The cover 12 of the present invention 
preferably has a securing mechanism 18 at each end of 
the cover. The securing mechanism 18 can engage the 
ends of the strap 20, engage the shackles 16a, 16b as 
shown in Fig. 2, or even engage the blanket 10 itself. The 
securing mechanism can be any suitable mechanism for 
securing a fabric cover to a strap, shackle, or blanket, but 
is preferably at least one taken from the group including 
hook and loop fasteners, e.g. VELCRO(r), ties, and snaps. 

[0018] | n pig. 3 and 4, more details of the securing mechanism 

are shown. A first part 22 of the hook and loop fastener is 



attached to an end of the cover 12. A second part 24 of 
the hook and loop fastener is also attached at the end, 
preferably on the opposite side of the tube. This mecha- 
nism is adapted so that the second part 24 fits through a 
D-ring, if provided, on the shackle 16, and can then be 
secured to the first part 22, thereby securing the cover 12 
onto the strap 20. 

[0019] | n use> the covers 12, 14 are applied over the leg and tail 
straps before they are put on an animal. The covers and 
straps are sized to fit the animal wearing the blanket. The 
straps are typically adjustable, so the covers should be 
sized to the lengths to which they will be used. In one 
embodiment, the covers should be no shorter than the 
shortest adjusted strap length, and no longer than the 
longest strap length when the strap is fully stretched. In 
another embodiment, the covers can be sized to be three 
times the minimum adjusted strap length, plus or minus 
fifteen percent. That way, the covers will naturally bunch 
up or compress on the shortest strap adjustment, yet 
cover the entire length of the strap at its maximum ad- 
justment and stretch would be covered. 

[0020] j n e equines for which this invention is suitable include 
those as small as minis, up to those as large as draft 



horses, warm bloods, and thoroughbreds. This invention 
is not intended to be limited only to equines. It is likely to 
be suitable for use with any other four-legged animal. The 
straps with the covers applied can safely be tightened 
much tighter than they could without the covers, because 
the covers make them comfortable and will not chafe the 
animal's skin. Because the straps are tight, the blanket, or 
garment, will not fall off and there is a reduced risk that 
the animal will trip over the straps and injure itself. 

[0021] j ne covers 12, 14 will eventually become soiled with feces 
and urine. At that time, they can be easily removed from 
the straps, and washed in an ordinary washing machine. 
Because the covers do not have large metal parts like 
shackles attached to them, they will not damage the ma- 
chine. The materials will be cleaned and retain their soft- 
ness because they have been selected for their washability 
and anti-chafe characteristics. The covers may need to be 
replaced after many repeated uses. 

[0022] while there have been described what are at present con- 
sidered to be the preferred embodiments of this inven- 
tion, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that vari- 
ous changes and modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the invention, and it is, therefore, 



aimed to cover all such changes and modifications as fall 
within the true spirit and scope of the invention. 



